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‘Match-Fixing’

By Gareth A Davies

atch-fixing in polo could become a thing
of the past, thanks to an innovative sys-
tem devised in the British Open this year.
According to the management at Cowdray Park,
there was wholehearted agreement from officials,
patrons - all except one - and especially the play-
ers, that the change of format for this year's Gold
Cup meant that any 'match-fixing" was ruled out.
'Match-fixing' in polo is unlike that which has
been written about in national newspapers and
involves bookmakers, but 'throwing' matches has,
and does, happen in polo. The practice in polo has
largely been where teams do not need to win
matches, and can 'throw' them with no cost to their
team losing.

[t might not be in the realms of illegality,
involving sums of money passing through book-
makers hands, but it clearly should not be prevalent
at any level in a professional sport. The
Tournament Committee deserve high praise for the
move.

This year, the British Open began with five
groups of three teams. An order of merit was
established, based on the two games played in the
league phase. These were played according to the
Blue Book Annexe E page 293. The merit table was
based on, firstly, points, then net goals and thirdly,
gross goals.

In the event of there still being a tie, the
Tournament Committee used a toss of the coin in

the presence of a representative of each team
involved to establish the order of merit.

The first team in the order of merit had a bye
through to the quarter finals. This year, it was
Dubai, on account of their 33 goals in the group
stages, with victories over Talandracas 18 - 4, and
Cadenza, 15 - 10. The remaining 14 teams played
a knockout round to establish the remaining seven
quarter finalists. The second placed team played
the 15th placed team, 3rd v 14th, and so on. The
quarter finalists were drawn at random, publicly, so
that no team would know in advance who they
would play. Re-matches from the league phase
were avoided.

Liquid Ice EQ

Cool Relief for Horses

Liquid Ice EQ, winner of major awards in
the USA and Great Britain and used by
both the German and Swiss Olympic
Equestrian Teams, is now available to
vets and stable-yards in the UK through
Europcool Ltd. Developed specifically for
horses, Liquid Ice EQ is a cooling,
compression bandage that needs no
refrigeration, is ready for immediate use
from the pocket or bag and gives direct
relief to sprains, strains, swelling and
bruising.

This ice wrap is lightweight and will not
impede the horse’s movement, so it is
the ideal treatment for knees and hocks,
considered difficult to treat — until now.
Not only is relief delivered quickly and
directly, but also recovery times have
been reduced up to 70% with the use
Liquid Ice EQ. The bandage cools
gradually and naturally through
evaporative cooling and eases the strain
without damaging any tissue. It is now
recognised by veterinary surgeons that
have used it, as the most effective way of
treating strains, sprains and swelling.

THE NEW VET PACK

The Liquid Ice EQ Vet Pack comes to the
market having been developed and
tested under the supervision of a group
of International Veterinary Surgeons who
have tested it within the guidelines of
Jockey Club regulations.

The new Vet Pack contains 2 NeoCool
Wraps and 1 Recharger, which means
that the wraps can be used again and
again, giving over 200 hours of cooling.
These bleached stretched-cotton
bandages are latex free and washable
with double reference lines that maximise
cooling and aid compression.

Europcool Ltd distributes liquid Ice EG
through the UK.

For further information please visit:
www.liquidicewrap.co.uk

or call 0845 3301453
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